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To Sarah

If I messed your perfect days up, and rained on your parade.
If you wondered why | said no, to so many plans you made,

It's not because | wanted to spoil your happiness.
It's just because I'm your father, only trying to do bast.

| want to try to help you, to live without a few.
of the scars | have upon me, from some sins | fil in

So when you wonder why we don’t always see eye to eye,
I've been down the road before you, and when | sebdles, | sigh.

Next time | disappoint you, and shut the door again.uss |
because love you, and I'm trying to save you from sorre pa

*

When Jesus walked upon the earth, it often made Him cry.
to see his sheep go straying, and the many that would die,

Without His love and comfort, that comes when onéyth
would put their trust in Him, and bow their heads and pray.

O God our loving Father, your ways are much too high.
please guide me, and please lead me, and dry my weeping eye.
(Jesus would say)
So when you wonder why, we don’t always see eyedo ey
I've been down the road before you, and when | sebdles, | sigh.

Next time | disappoint you, and shut the door again,uss |
because love you, and I'm trying to save you from sorre pa

*k%k



“Love not the world, neither the things of the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Fathanas in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flegind the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but ishef world.

And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:
but he that doesth the will of God abideth forever.”
1 John 2: 16-17

“Know ye not that we shall judge angels?
How much more things that pertain to this life?”
| Corinthians 6:3
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Preface:
Dear Sarah,

One evening several years back, when we used to s#taaindgether as a family, you looked at
me and said, “Dad, | want to know how you raised me bedawsnt to raise my children the
same way.” | was pleased and proud so | set out to thigd®ook.

We have enjoyed great times together. We have claged$ pictures and videos of many of the
usual things we did. We picked flowers together, played namsicsang together, and praised
God together in church bands. Many times we just saindrtalking and laughing about the
events of days as they rolled by.

| taught you how to work on cars, how to wire ceilingsfan the attic, how to figure the amount
of paint needed to paint the house, how to plant roseebuahd how to cook Chinese food in a
Wok.

We floated down a river on a lazy summer afternooploe®d caves and cactus, tasted the salt
spray on the Gulf of Mexico, watched clouds drift actbsssky, and we turned off the lights of
the car in the middle of the New Mexico desert totkeebillions of stars that we never saw in the
city. Lots of neat family stuff.

When | think about how | raised you, all these thingsahe to mind. Most families do these
kinds of things as they raise their children, smileycp@ad things. Yet there is another side of
raising that goes against the grain of a lot of thifigpgre is a serious side that goes against the
grain of modern culture, tradition and society. The ararkide of life.

| raised you to be a princess. Spoiled you a lot. Claregbu a whole lot. Many princesses are
raised to live in palaces, isolated from common attnfirhis is not how | raised you. | raised
you to be a warrior princess. This book is the stdthe lessons of warfare | taught you.

Last year, | published Hand in the Crowgda book about my life experiences that brought me
from insanity to saving faith in Jesus Chrifaising a Princesbegins where my last book ended.



1 It's a Girl

The summer of 1980 was blistering hot in Dallas. My dll ¥amper van and Susan’s VW
beetle had no air conditioning, and she was pregnanyehat

It was late October now. It had finally begun to cofbl Susan called me from work and said,
“My water broke. Come get me.” | went home, got tiicase she had packed, and went in the
van to pick her up.

We hadn'’t picked a boy's hame yet because we believégdhavould be a girl and your name
would be Sarah, which means princess. So as we drowe @entral Expressway in the van on
the way to the hospital we decided to name you Steweuiturned out to be a boy.

| drove up to the front door of the hospital, dropped Suffaand went to find a place to park.
Years later, she asked, “Why didn’t you take me to thergemcy entrance? | walked through
the hospital with my water broken, trying to find adioiss.”

| said, “I didn’t think it was an emergency, you were jugting a baby.” We are kinda different
from each other. She is a New York Yankee and I'maz{Louisiana Cajun.

Sarah, you came by “C” section, so you were a preflby.b As soon as Susan started to wake up
in recovery, | told her. “It's a girl.” Her eyes meeclosed but she smiled and said “Thank you
Jesus. It's a girl.” And repeated, “it's a girl, it'gal, it's a girl,” as she drifted back to sleep. |
stood there at the side of her bed holding her hand hamidnig about the year before.

A New Life, a New Wife

It had been a brisk November afternoon. Susan heldaiglind my waist as we banked the
motorcycle through some turns around the lake. It waaréof a new life for both of us.

We had been married that morning. It had been a sredlling. Ray, my boss was my best man,
and Susan'’s friend, Betty, was her matron of honoy.twb sons, Jeff and Gavin and Susan’s
son Mark were there. Susan’s brothers, Doug and Rdyhearmother, Ruth, were there with
their spouses.

Ruth had a reception for us at her house. Then weteweusan’s apartment, changed clothes
and went for a motorcycle ride. We spent our wedding mgtiie Reunion Tower. Susan’s
company had treated us to that.

We consolidated the stuff from my apartment into hertagnt and put the rest in a storage unit
until we could decide what to do with it.



Susan was brave, or shall | say insane for havingiedame. | was two years down the road
from a mental hospital and deliverance from demon psisses! was a peculiar, no, let’'s say an
extremely peculiar person, with some extremely radinabrthodox beliefs.

Nevertheless, we were excited about being married ambéxabout Jesus. He was the center of
both of our lives and would be the center of our liigetiher.

Thanksgiving had been cold that year. My friend Mike Inaded us to come to his property in
the east Texas woods. We packed the van and headed [itadeis We spent the night in the van
under a pile of blankets and awoke to the smell of baooking on an open fire. We opened the
door of the van and saw Mike sitting on a log stirrinmee@ggs. He looked up and with his
usual grin asked, “Are you hungry?”

After breakfast, we roamed the woods for a while asthitted sleeting. | said, “Let’'s go to New
Orleans so you can meet my parents and the rest @rthig.” The van didn’t have much of a
heater and was slow as a turtle. We finally reached @deans around midnight. We visited for
a day then we returned to Dallas and got on with ourlifeaw

Less than a year later, we were parents again. Thiagsgoing to be different ... in many ways.




2 Traditions

Susan was resting now, so | left the hospital and retutm our apartment. After telling our
neighbors about your arrival, | went inside and walked ba®ur bedroom. We had put a crib
in there for you. | had chosen plain sheets for yoibr without the usual animal pictures, and |
didn’t want a mobile hanging above your crib. As | staofront of the crib imagining you lying
in it, I noticed that Ruth had put a doll in the crittodk the doll out and put it away.

| left the apartment, walked down to the creek, sat dothe bank and looked across to the
apartment where | used to live. My old life was ondtteer side of the creek. A life hungry for
dragon power.

| threw a rock in the creek. The sun was sparkling onviter and a slight breeze blew across
my face. Suddenly, A gust of wind kicked up and | saw seedsngawthe wind. Some landed
on rocks, some in the dirt and some in the water witexefloated on to places downstream.

God was scattering seeds of life. He propagated hidamahtough the seeds of man, animals,
birds and plants. Some of the seeds were good seedsletmees and herbs; others were weed
seeds, seed of thorns and thistles, the result ottise.c (Matt 12:48, Jer 4:3, Gen 3:19)

| leaned back on the bank, closed my eyes, and daydream@avhile, thinking about another
kind of sowing going on.

Traditions are sown like seeds from generation to gaoerglanted into minds of people of all
ages. Many traditions are great, inspiring and wondeBut there are also vain traditions of
untruth being sown by the dragon. Vain seeds that lwinlg €onfusion. Seeds of the curse.

| had grown up in a family steeped in traditions. | propéadbk the good ones for granted
because of the bitter taste | had from the bad vaditions had poisoned my life.

Poisoning from vain traditions is a plague, and too ntiamgs the sickness is undiagnosed
because of ignorance. That is not to say that thd gaditions don’t bring great pleasure, but
when a person has a great thorn in their heel, istdiespring out of their step and it occupies
their attention until the pain is gone.

The poisoning is the work of the dragon. He sows seledsrotraditions during every stage of a
person’s life. He starts early with babies and eagavlgits the confusion that grows in the heart
and mind. He is the author of confusion and the fathieso

As | lay there by the creek | thought about the dahencrib. That's what got me to thinking

about traditions.Susan and Ruth are going to be upset about me taking the doll out of tHe crib.
thought.Maybe I'm being too weird. Maybe I’'m making too big a deal out of tlagenthing

of mine But even though it would be considered a weird thing toltleomehow it seemed very
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important. It was all about the importance of truth.

The doll in the crib was part of a larger popular vaadition. The tradition of creating a fantasy
world into which babies are initiated - a fantasy lvam which most children in our society begin
their lives, develop their concepts and feed their ina@ns - a tradition that would go on to
introduce talking animals, fairy tales and other softgam imaginations.

My thoughts ran onChildren don’t know the difference between what is true and what is not.
The time comes when a child can tell the difference between astbtiie truth, or between a
doll and a baby, but until then, whatever is planted in their minds, thegvbelmagination is
part of our soul, it is a gift of God. But telling children that a dslaibaby, that animals talk,
and that fairy tales are true, is deception- just plain lying — an offemcaildren. It's so clear

— what else could it be called®esus said the He is the way, the Truth and the life. The Holy
Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. God cannot lie. So he would not have any pantytiing that was
not true. Jesus said not to offend the little childdewas convinced that | had to stand firm in
this.

It's funny - no, that's a poor choice of words. Kad how people think, or rather don't think
about the vain traditions they perpetuate. They pasgihdraditions of fantasy on to

generation after generation with a mindlessness #eahs to give them some strange sort of
familiar comfort. The ritual is so numbing, blinding daaxccepted that few seem to notice that the
seeds are bringing forth thorns and weeds.

How does this happen? Vain traditions are not passearomgh maliciousness, but through
spiritual ignorance. The dragon drips pride, sentimentaligtalgia and other such emotions into
the minds of unthinking adults, sugar coating the darknesshakitig their minds impervious to
the lies they are passing to others. Those who passraéditions feed on the gullibility of

innocent children. They may believe they are doifigrithe happiness of the children, but it is
more than that. They also do it because they eh@ydaction innocent children have to these
deceptions. It’s like they look at children as non-pewagie have not yet arrived as personhood
and take advantage of their naivety.

Sweet feelings and memories are not gauges of truthtineatality can sometimes be a strong
obstacle to seeing the truth. Unfortunately many pedpse their eyes and ears to truth so their
fun will not be spoiled. They don't realize they arelidgavith the dragon.

The dragon is lurking there. He is real. He is albaal, he is Satan, the Devil, the prince of the
power of the air, the fiery serpent who roams arouedisg to Kill, steal and destroy. The
deceiver who is out to topple Kings, Queens, Princes endeBses. The ignorant believe he is a
fairy tale. If asked, some people may say believe ls¢sexut they don't seem to see how he is
involved in what they do in their everyday life.

The dragon likes it that way. He is the master decelivers the prince of the power of the air,
the god of this world and he uses anyone he can gelldw fom to do his work. He doesn’t
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care about who he uses, anyone who doesn’t care maahtabth will do.

Then | thought about you Sarah. You were coming horbe o our care. | wanted to raise
you in a special way. Your experience of life had jegfun. With wide-eyed-wonder, you were
going to begin learning who we were, who you were, @& od’s creation was. What an
adventure and what an experience you had before you. @atdrso many wonderful things. He
created the people, the animals, the birds in the B&ygrieen of the grass the stateliness of the
majestic trees the great expanses of desert lands fyddakes, singing creeks and roaring
oceans. That was the real world, the creations af, Got the fantastic world of the Dragon.
These were the things | wanted you to know.

You were just a little person coming into this wondrousldvwith new eyes, new ears, tender
lips, soft fingers and an open soul. Touching God’s creatith you senses, exploring an
awesome land. You began to learn concepts, words arsglfideathe moment you was born
and | believed in my heart that you should learn thEbefare the artificial, the real before the re-
presentation of the real.

Truth is serious business. Truth is the foundatiorfeaf IAs a Christian, | could only teach truth.
| resolved to only teach you truth, no matter whaeotreople thought of me. | would deal with
traditions as time went on. In raising you, | was gming to lie to you. To the best of my ability,
| was only going to plant seeds of truth. | would lalaoshield you from lies and would destroy
the seeds of vain tradition before they sprouted, anddatalbbr to help you learn to discern so
you would learn to know the difference between truth esd |

From the onset of your life, | made that commitmenydu. | wanted you to learn what a baby
was before you learned what a “Baby Doll” was, whatea was before what a picture of a tree
was; what a bear was before what a “Teddy Bear” wagnted you to be kept from images
until you understood what they were. | did not want thetoe part of your environment and
surroundings. | wanted you to experience unadulteratedyredlitout having images thrust on
you. | didn’t want to expose you to images before you kad ghe real thing and until you were
old enough to know the difference between the image anckth.

Trick or Treat

| opened my eyes and thoughdeavy thinking for such a special dayhen | got up from the
creek bank, dusted off my jeans and walked down the sidemwadirds our apartment. Jack-O-
Lanterns in the windows of some apartments and thesost witches and black cats on doors
set the eerie mood of the seasdfore of the Dragon’s work thought. It was the end of
October - Halloween. Susan and | had been saved @andg®re and had been shocked when
we went to church and found they were promoting thetvadition of Halloween with the
witches and all the occult stuff. When we had said saingeabout it, to others at the church we
were told it’s just in fun.

As a child I dressed up like ghosts and goblins and runningdra the neighborhood yelling
10



“trick or treat.” Back then | didn’t know the meaningtddlloween. | didn’'t know that it was a
witch’s festival. Back then | thought witches werd ke believe wart- nosed old women with
black hats and brooms. But it hadn’t been that longtlagiol had been involved in Witchcraft
and | knew witches were real. They were not of théy/ISpirit. Halloween was associated with
unholy spirits, and Susan and | didn’t want any part dffdraus or for our family. Even though
people considered us spoilsport fanatics, we were goingettkout against things that were evil
and untrue — against the things that were deceiving children

| went back to the apartment and straightened the plafog ypur arrival. Then | got in the van
and returned to the Hospital to see you and Susan.

The Pacifier

A couple of days later, when you and Susan were readynte bome, | took one last look
around the apartment to make sure it was clean and lewgrytas in order.

We had everything people usually get for their new baaykiets and bottles and booties.
Someone had even given us a pacifier. As | looked giabiéer, | thought about how babies
want to suck for milk and would finally get tired of suckingtbe plastic pacifier and fall asleep.
| didn’t want that for you. | wanted the real thing Y@u in every way. The pacifier wasn'’t the
real thing. Obviously | was and am a fanatic.

When you think about it. Jesus made the statement‘freathild wants a fish, his parent won't
give him a stone.” The same thing applied here.

People wouldn't think of serving an adult a rubber steathgw on if they said they were hungry,
that wouldn’t pacify them, but somehow babies get thoafhs being some non-people sort of
things. It is like so many other traditional thingeusgt upon babies; the pacifier is really deceptive
and takes advantage of a baby’s ignorance. Children apdepgnd adults must not take
advantage of their naivety and lack of experience.

Picking up the princess

| locked the door, drove to the Exxon station, filled lugp ¥an with gas and headed down Central
Expressway to the hospital.

| loaded the flowers and gifts in the van and helped Saisdiyou into the front seat. It was a

strange and wonderful situation for me. | had beenisnrsime hospital when | had been treated
for insanity and now from the same place, | was tgelting a new start.

11



3 Raising a Princess
Baby don’t Cry

We had you at home now and we went through the usual adjistrinsleep schedules. We
believed that if you cried, you had a problem; so we wonidblout what your problem was and
help you. Many of our friends told us that if you crie@, past needed to ignore it and let you
“cry it out.” That seemed cruel to us. We believed thabuld just harden your heart, so we
didn’'t take that advise.

We knew that sometimes you were just being selfish wbarcried - selfish just like the rest of
us. But we believed that there were reasons forgryirear of being alone was probably a big
one. We always comforted you when you cried. That'stwlir Heavenly Father does for us
when we are upset. We wouldn’t want God to just let y& cut when we cried out to him.
You knew that we would be there to comfort and help ygaufwere in distress.

The Crib

You didn't like being stuck in your crib. You wanted to lBanyour mother. So we got rid of
the crib and put a twin bed alongside our bed. Then youdvgtegp peacefully as you fondled
Susan’s hair.

The Great Outdoors

| could hardly wait to take you outside to let your expesetine wind and sky and leaves and
trees and grass and all that neat stuff. Susan wale afiprehensive about it, but it went well. |
can remember the first time | wrapped you in your blaakeitlaid you in the autumn leaves by
the bank of the creek, just watching you look around in @igsl- wonder.

The Jolly Imposter

Thanksgiving came and went and then it was Christmas célébrated it as the birthday of Jesus
even though we knew it may not be the same time ofg¢hewhen he really was born. We used

it as an opportunity to talk to others about Jesus andneovame to save us. We gave presents

with Scriptures and toys that taught about Jesus. Ouresuaidn’t know what to think about

us.

Like most people, the other people in our families addebrated Christmas as the birthday of
Jesus. They had a manger scene and went to churchristm@h, and sang Christmas carols.
Their Christmas had another side. Jesus was noeglciebrated. They also safge Night
Before Christmas, Santa Claus is coming to town, Rudolph the red nosed meamdeasked
children, “What is Santa going to bring you?” Year ajtear wide-eyed children send out letters
like prayers, thinking they are going to the North Pole.

12



Santa is the jolly imposter. He poses as Jesus ChkstJesus, Santa Claus supposedly knows
all, is the moral judge, and is coming again in theaabring gifts. But Santa is a lie - one of the
dragon’s masterpieces of counterfeit and deception.

When we told our families how we felt, they said, I'{#aales are not dangerous, they are not lies.
They are just children’s stories.” But we told themdh are either true or they are not. They
are either truth or they are lies. It's rather icahat when | was a child, | got my mouth washed
out with soap for telling a “story,” but if parents takildren “stories” it was OK.

Inflicting this imaginary world on children didn’t reattart until the 18 century. Prior to that
time, no one thought children had any special needsarests; they were simply miniature
beings who were taught to act like adults. Their pareatd the Bible to them and didn’'t teach
them fairy tales.

Dolls
| wanted you to grow up having relationships with real peamdt relationships with dolls.

Eventually, as you got older | started letting you haeediblls people had given you, | explained
to you that they were rags. That they were not alivet even though people called them babies,
they were not babies. They were not people.

When you would get an animal doll, people would tell yous“d stuffed animal.” | told you that
it was not a stuffed animal. | told you it was justg.r

| took you to the Museum of Natural History and showedwhbat stuffed animals really were;
that they were animals that were once alive and kied and stuffed. Then you understood the
difference

One day, | was sitting on the apartment steps whename cip to me with a doll that your
brother, Mark, had given you. You said, “Daddy, do you wamto throw this ‘Rag’ away?” |
looked into your eyes and | knew you had reached the diseatrand understanding | had
prayed for you to have and so | said, “No, Sarah, yolkeap it, you know what it is.”

You learned to play with dolls, not to depend upon themydar security. You didn’t have a
"favorite” doll that you had to have with you at aths. Your security was in us, your parents,
and it would eventually be in Jesus,

TV

We didn’t watch TV and we kept you away from TV sets andies until you were old enough
to understand that they were images. We never sehyfoant of the TV set and let it entertain
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you. We read to you and taught you to read.

Later, we were very careful about the shows we watahth you. And if Susan and | watched
shows when you were asleep in bed, we only watchedsstimvwe would be comfortable

letting you watch. It wasn’t a discipline for us; ... itsvaatural for us to see things that way. We
had been born again of the Holy Spirit of Truth.

Little ears-Little eyes

We took you to play in the parks and for rides in the aguigtting you touch and feel the
different textures of flowers, rocks, water and graBs.Susan’s astonishment, | even let you
chew on mud clods in the river.

Family Togetherness

We really loved you and enjoyed your company. You weregdaur family. We included you
in everything we did.

We had a wonderful life together as a family. We erggylaying with you, watching you crawl
and learn to walk. We didn’t use wind up swings and wallkeoctupy your time. We took you
everywhere and didn’t look for opportunities to get awayifiyou and leave you with a baby
sitter. We really didn’t want to do things apart fronuy@hat would have been unnatural to us.

We didn’'t put you in the nursery at church. We wanted goget used to being around all ages
of people and to behave properly in all situations. ¥é& tyou to church services, Bible study
groups, everywhere. You were part of our family and wiafamily did, you did too. You
enjoyed being with us and we included you in everything we Wanting you with us all the
time was unusual for this day and age. It would not haea thought unusual when | was a
child. Things have changed a lot.

Later, as you reached the end of your teen years, gaedtwondering why Susan and | wanted
you to come with us when we went out for our annivgrs&lye wanted you with us because we
enjoyed your company.

Learning to Read

Susan began to teach you to read early. She read y8&ibtb@and Christian Books. We taught
you truth, not lies. We did not teach you the lies amtiafsy of the worldly nursery rhymes.

Animals do not talk, neither do they wear clothesrgage in human activity. What an absurd
ridiculous falsehood to inflict into the minds of litddildren who should be taught the truth. Yet
it is considered absurd and ridiculous to criticize suahdstials of traditional childhood legacy
such as Mickey Mouse and the other abominations of fsittey. Something is wrong with this
picture where lies are promoted and those people whabirng ¢them lies are ridiculed. We
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were told we were weird because we taught you that anaoalt talk. Imagine that!
Most importantly, we taught you to discern between taumdh lies by teaching you the Bible.
Stay five

| wanted you to stay five years old. | told you, “Skmye.” What was so special about that age?
At five, your personality was in full bloom and you haxt yet been burdened with responsibility.
You were carefree. | suppose that was just a timd tred laid my sword down and was not
looking forward to picking it up again to deal with your ituation into the school system. |
dreaded the day that you would have to go to school.

The little Chef

You always liked to cook. You were also business mindézli would have your breakfast
diner with a menu and all. With grand pomp, you would inv&¢o the dining room table and
give us a menu. We would visit with each other as yopasesl our food. After we ate, you
rang up the bill on your toy cash register and thankedrusofoing.

Home School

Susan heard about home schooling and was interested unguits| was opposed to it at first. |
wasn't keen on the idea. | thought that home schoulagjust an outgrowth of the hippie
movement with its anti-establishment ideals.

There was going to be a home-schooling seminar by Baegs. | agreed to go with Susan and
when it was over, | was a believer in home schgolin

Home schooling receives a lot of criticism. Sometkat Home schooled children are
maladjusted, socially retarded, and have not properly boniledheir peers. Our relatives were
concerned too.

Those who criticize teaching children at home haveesquestions to answer: Did God institute
the family or did He institute the school system? Whe the Bible does God say that School
Institutions are supposed to teach a child the way theyld go? What are Home Schooled
children mal-adjusted to? What and who should childresdpested to? What is the proper point
of reference? The ways of the world, or the Wor@&o#l? God says to teach our children his
ways, but He and His Word are barred from the schatésy

October vacations

We always looked forward to October. It was the tmaeetook vacations. Because we taught
you at home, we were free to travel when we wantedttwas beautiful traveling in the fall.
Our vacations were adventures and education all wrapped upeoge
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Youth Groups

| was always cautious about youth groups. They fragmehéetaumily and re-enforced the peer
bonding many times to the exclusion of the parents;iwimirt the family life.

One day you asked me “Daddy, one of the girls in our haimaod group invited me to go
skating with her. Her father is a pastor of a Baptisirch. He home schools his children. He
said he’ll talk with you so you can see if you think @wid it would be ok for me to go.”

We attended church there for several years; we eaeedta youth band at the church. | was
glad to see you make friends. They were a pretty good gifdugso however the children of the
pastor were going to prove to be a great fascinatigoup and would incite a lot of worldliness
in you.

The change was very subtle. It finally reached a pfigbu wanting to spend more time away
from us and more time with the pastor’s family. | sugpasertain amount of separation is to be
expected. | knew that eventually you would move on t@ lzaseparate life, but it was not the
way | thought it should be, because it affected our farmaitionship.

Looking back, it was a time of growth for us all.
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4 The Princess Papers

As you got older, in your later teens, like a fledglingllyiou began to test your wings. Giving
you guidance passed the point of just taking you by the hahbaang you follow me as |
walked.

You started to examine traditions for yourself, sonte sbme modern, some good, some not.
Some you followed; some you didn't.

This is when | began to write you letters. Some leggu, some | couldn’t — it was not the time.
Because discerning when to speak and when to just pealgsson that takes a lifetime to learn.

What follows in this chapter are The Princess Pap€&hgy are strategies of warfare against the
Dragon and his vain traditions. They are a colleatibtinings | taught you along the way in form
of letters | wrote you, cuttings from the little “Talkse had, unspoken thoughts | had about how
to raise you, and prayers | sent up to God for you.

Some of the lessons you have already learned, sonyemnotkKeep in mind, however, that these
are not mere formulas for success.

God said in Deuteronomy,
“O that there were such a heart in them, that theyldvfear me, and keep all my
commandments always, that it might be well for thand with their children forever!”

Deut 6:29.

The commandments were not given as formulas for sucddssy were signposts pointing to the
way.

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and thdtich is born of the spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that | said unto thee, ye must be born dgain 3.6,7
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Be Picky

One day we were looking at new pianos. You knew could gebd price for one from the
music store where you worked. | told you “Make sure youlgetight one. Don't settle for
something less than what you really need.”

You probably think I'm picky, picky about your friends, pickyoait your taste in entertainment,
picky about your purchases, picky about everything you do ot teado.

| am picky. | look for quality, not just easy purchased dre done for the sake of convenience
or “cheap deals.” | want you to be picky. Be picky abaatirghing you do, everything you eat
and drink, everything you read or watch on TV or at theies, every person you befriend, every
plan you make, everywhere you go - every choice you make.

Too often we make choices and do things out of hagiaels, and boredom. We just slide into
a rut. We make a choice because it feeds our fantabg oioment. We make relationships just
because someone conveniently crosses our path oepeiide we want to get out of loneliness.
Unless they are quality relationships, they are nadt augood deal.”

God wants us to be picky. It's called discernment ofgéidect will. It's called walking in His
Spirit. God wants a quality life for us - quality choicasd quality relationships.

It may seem that | am overdoing the point about relatips, driving it into the ground. That is
exactly what | am doing. Relationships are the groumdswvierything. They are the most
important of all things. First our relationship witlm&and second our relationship with others.
There is never anything trivial about a relationstiwvery relationship influences you to either be
closer to God, farther from God, or lukewarm about Golis is the criterion by which you

must measure everyone you know and everything you do. AAskslff that question. Does this
person or this activity encourage me or influence ndraw closer to God, do they influence me
to draw farther from God and closer to the things eflorld, or do they neither encourage me
nor discourage me. Are they lukewarm and do they influereto stay just as | am?

Think about this as it applies to men who have anastan you. Where do their life interests lie?
In romance? In things of the world?

Where are your interests? What are your goals, hotliedofit into the plan that God has for
you? Are they mainstream? Or just a worthless dwe®si
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Beyond Obedience The reason for Rules 1998

Rules are not ends in themselves, and obedience tagherhan end in itself either. Rules are
protective and instructive. Rules are the schoolmaisétieads us to life; rules are not life itself.
Obedience to law and rules is a framework, an imagea @icture that hints at the fruits of the spirit.
Obedience is a virtue, but it is not life. It is ftself a fruit of the spirit. Rules teach by inferenc
they introduce what is good by teaching both what is gand what is to be avoided as bad.

Jesus says, “If one would enter into life, keep my conaimeents.” The letter of the law brings
conviction, and kills the flesh. The Spirit gives.liff you walk in the spirit, you will obey the rules
by your walk, but you don’t walk in the spirit by obeyitg trules. As we submit to the rules and
declare that they are good, God leads us into life.

Sarah, you are seventeen years old. You are obedinyba still ask me what are the rules. My
prayer and fervent desire is that you go beyond obediensederstanding what the rules are there
for; and that you taste the Spirit behind the rulesosocan enter into the life of the spirit that the
rules hint at.

What are the reasons behind the rules? Some examples:

Driving:

The underlying reason for traffic rules is not traffantrol. The reason is safety. Those who are not
interested in safety must be made to follow the ruldsse who want to be safe are not bothered by
the rules.

Dating:

Rules for dating and courtship are not to control relstigps, but to teach what good healthy
relationships are about. They teach how a bad redtip can be avoided and what can be gained in
a good relationship. If the rules about dating are sdoangood relationship will not be tasted.

Only cheap imitations will be found. And the tast¢ ilethe mouth will be bitter.

Curfew:
Curfews are not for control. They are for health.

Practice:
The rule to practice the piano an hour a day is nohdnreitself, but it will show what type of
performance is possible when dedication is made to nigstée instrument.

As long as rules seem to be restrictive, the spihinoethem has not been tasted.

King David said that He loved the law of God, that Hislied the commandments. He went beyond
obedience. He had tasted the Spirit beyond the rules.
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Control vs Discernment

And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath:lisirtg them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4

The law is the schoolmaster to bring us to Chrietthe same way parenting is the schoolmaster
that brings children to discernment and takes them tnoder the law to walking in the spirit of
truth.

| prayed for you and guided you to be able to recognize #godrbehind the many disguises that
he would wear through the unfolding stages of your life.

My goal was not to control you, nor was it to have gome to me with every question that may
arise. It wasn't that | would tell you everything yaautd or could not do. | wanted to get out
of the role of guide as quickly as possible.

When you turned seventeen, it was hard for me. Thédis | wrote the song to yod'tying to
Save you from Some Pain.My heart ached for you and | cried a lot inside asnl gou draw
farther and farther away from me and from the thinggight you.

Your independence was hard for me to accept. Seeing yowifg the guidance of your peers
frightened me. Not fright for myself, but fright forwyo It's something only a parent can feel, but
it cannot be explained. God feels that way about bw@jtayou, about all of us. If the things |
present in this book appear to be foolish, and you manderif | am a fanatic. Yes, | am a
fanatic, a fool for Christ. Many call me a “Leg&li | am by no means a legalist. | trust in grace
and faith alone for salvation. But | am a strongdvel that everything we do as a Christian
should edify.

All things are lawful for me, but all things are nopesient: all things are lawful
for me, but all things edify not. 1 Corinthians 10:23

| wasn't raising you by a book of dos and don'ts. Iditie keep my relationship with you alive
and tried to encourage you to pray about all of your dessgrow in your relationship with
Jesus, and feed each day from the Word of God rathefaédimg from the ways of the world.

Sometimes when | warned you about the influences oé sifipour friends you defended your
actions to a point that | sometimes wondered if yolonger listened to my advice.

| don't think you took my silence as approval, you just didee that the worldly influences were
taking a toll on your spirit and were keeping you back froenlife you could have. Be careful of
your fascination for the things of the world. Dordlieve the promises of the world. The
promises of the world are sinful and lead away fronptioenises of God. We do not stay in the
same place. lItis a fight for all of us.
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Control vs Discernment page 2

Jesus is the victor. He will deliver us from sin wienrepent and submit to Him.
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Dancing with the Dragon

Youth is such a romantic time. Dancing is such a gramd & intoxication. The dragon loves to
dance and romance. He spins a sensual web to captuescheiarts. He appeals to the lust of
the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life.

The dragon is a mastermind and he wants to masteride of youth. He comes as an amuser,
flatterer, and as a friendly tempter sowing seeds @li@b in the carnal mind-e is subtle. He
does not go around with a sign that says “This is oiited, watch out.” He comes as a roaring
lion, seeking whom he can devour, but he dresses likeadittlat lamb.

Love not the World, neither the things that are eaWorld. If a man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all thatnghe world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Fabhris of the world. And the World
passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that doethiltrof God abideth forever. |
John 2:15-17.

Watch ye therefore that ye enter not into temptatioa spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak .Matt26:41

In The Lord’s Prayer, Jesus says “Lead us not into tiopt but deliver us from evil.” Jesus
also showed us that our part is watching and praying thatom’t enter into temptation. The
flesh is weak. It is insatiable; it follows aftéretthings of the world: the fashions of the world,
the vanities of the world, the dainties of the dragon.

The soul - the intellect, emotions and will - is ak&r. It either seeks from the world or from the
Holy Spirit. There is no neutral middle ground.

We must watch to see the muses at the gate of the W@must discern the smoke of the
dragon. Where there is smoke, there is fire!!

God gives us many warnings against deception:

“Would to God ye could bear with me a little in myliyloand indeed bear with me. For

| am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for | havpassed you to one husband, that |
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. Buarl, fest by any means, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds shouldbemted from the simplicity
that is in Christ.” Il Corinthians

“Now the serpent was more subtle than any beastedield which the LORD God had
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God saishallenot eat of every tree of
the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, Weanhay the fruit of the trees of
the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which isha midst of the garden, God hath said,
Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touchestlye die. And the serpent said unto the
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Dancing with the Dragon (page 2)

woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know itnéhe day ye eat thereof, then
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, kngaad and evil. And when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and thatg] pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took oftlteHereof, and did eat, and gave
also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. Genésié 3:

Eating of the fruits of the Tree of Knowledge and Gootl litings death. The dragon knows
how to dress up all kinds of fruits to make them seem goddnamocent. He disguises their real
nature and makes them look like good things.

There comes a time for all princes and princesses thegrhave to face the dragon and the fruits
he offers, reject him and decline to dance with him.
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Deliberation about School(A letter from March 1997 when Sarah wanted to go to diuirhigh
School)

Dear Susan and Sarah,

| have been praying a lot about the future of Sarah’sagiunc These are my deliberations | have
made so far about Sarah stopping Home Education and gasegdol. Our desire has always
been to raise Sarah in the Godly environment ohtree, different from the world’s ways. |
consider this a sacred trust.

Pros about going to school:

The only reason that comes to my mind that | maicen letting Sarah go to school is
not for her, but for her children.

| have always hoped and prayed that Sarah would be cadrtittHome Schooling, that
she would see how much of the good life she has it of being Home Schooled,
and would also want to Home School her children thatnsay eventually be blessed with.

Since she has such a curiosity about school, it s#ehat this time, she has not
developed a commitment to Home Schooling.

So perhaps if she goes to school this next year, alidhave her eyes opened to the
contrast enough that she would gain that commitmenbtaedSchooling for herself and
for her future children.

This is a sad reason. Is this reason enough?
Cons about going to school:

Sarah is curious about what it would be like to go to ech@uriosity alone is not a
motive for making decisions. Curiosity must be tempesetthé® Word of God.
Curiosities have let many into the ways of the wostek outside of marriage, drugs,
alcohol, immodesty, and many other the works of #mhfl

Home schooling has worked for Sarah. She is an oliezhéth and has good
relationships with both of us, She has good valuesslamdhas learned to learn and has
done well in her studies. | don’t see any reason am@g the course of teaching we have
adopted. | don'’t think any person ever “arrives” enougbetput into the school
cesspool. |1 don't see any reason that we should gige ptathe unnecessary family
problems that | believe schooling would bring to us.

For eleven years, we have read and heard about the suhdl twisting, anti-God
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Deliberation about School (page 2)

things that are being taught in the public school systémmave no doubt that they are
really that way. It is naive to believe that thbal system may not really be as bad as we
have been told. Look at what the school system idymiag.

We have seen families in torment because their enildave rebelled because of peer
influence in the schools.

Some of our friends wanted to put their children intosttigol system so that
they could be lights in the darkness and ministers okimgdom of God in the
school. It didn’'t work that way. Their children where model children became
rebellious.

At one of the teacher’s meetings, a man came up tio desperation asking,
“What can | do to get my daughter back. She is rebelamdsdisrespectful.” He
had taken her out of school. We recommended to hinhthget her some good
Christian friends in the church.

Others, who after having been in the system and ¢pdoéen taken out, are
depressed and sulk until they are put back into the system.

We always have believed in the advice we give peoplatahe problems they
have with their children. Mothers do better if tls¢gry at home with their children
and home school. | don’'t see a reason why we shoinkltthat this advice
wouldn’t apply to us.

There is no need to subject Sarah to that environtoesge how tough she is.

In my mind, if we are warned about the danger of somgtlsuriosity is not a
reason for trying it.

The Bible says to keep the Word of God before you, lkoataout it as you walk
and go through the day. It is sheer folly to join up waittchool system that
forbids God and His word from the schools.

These are my thoughts for now. Sarah, study this isghe light of the Bible. You have a
choice. Take out time and prayerfully make the Godly detisi
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Don’t be afraid to try

Perfectionism is a good goal, but it can also be ashsellany people are embarrassed to use a
talent because they are not perfect.

My mother, your grandmother, Mamay, was a good inspirdtiojou as she was to me when |
was growing up. Mamay wasn't afraid to try anything {himg good that is).

She would cook and sew and garden and play the piano. $thedane bad notes, but she had a
great time doing it. Her enthusiasm was contagious an@@pfed by all.

We encouraged you that way and you went for it. You delm demonstrating all the things
you learned to do,
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Don’t mess with my culture!

Culture is a strange thing. It is accepted by manyeawdly things should be. Just “go with the
flow,” they say.

Like little lemmings running of a cliff into the ocegrgople follow the Pied Piper of culture. They
want to be in with the “in crowd.” They don't wamt be an odd ball. They want to fit in. Many
just follow the crowd and its fashions, tastes, tradgj and entertainments without regard to
where the crowd is really headed.

“Don’t mess with my culture,” is the silent unwritteign that people point to when their
traditions are challenged by the Word of God.

Jesus confronted his culture and its religion on everytfiHe did not hold traditions sacred. He
did not hold cultures sacred.

He held Truth, holiness, and Godliness sacred.
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Entertainment
Entertainment (a-musement - running with the muses)y@nantic, fantastic thing.

When | was a youth, | had false expectations about leliatwas supposed to be. My
expectations of love were formed from the books | rdamovies | watched, and the songs |
heard on the radio. Movies and recorded music wovesiamito my life. The influence of
media on my life was staggering. | embraced the valiey society and culture, a culture
addicted to Movies, Television and Recorded music. héssame today- like a drug, affecting
everyone’s life it touches, but sometime the effacesnot immediately seen. Music creates
tremendous expectations. The lyrics of the musit¢drsd to set the standard for what | should
be thinking, doing and feeling - the standard against whaosasured my life.

| was concerned about the movies you and your friends sesing - for something to do. | saw
that movies and TV programs with their stupid sit-comeevgetting the pattern for normality and
expected behavior. They were encouraging behavioramgrty the Word and will of God, They
promoted modern culture with its independence, immoralgifishness, self-sufficiency,
foolishness and pride. They were ungodly; not onlyeir ttexual immorality but also in that they
mocked the older generation and the family.

| wrote a series of articles for the youth group onie®asking them to examine what they were

wanting to watch and to do something better with tiee. The articles entitled MoviedVhat
Does WWJD Mean To Yawe included in this book.
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Fairy Tales and other “White Lies”

When | was a child, I looked forward to Christmas Evthawe and wonderment. | sang about
Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer, put out a glass of milk andlaecfor Santa to enjoy, | hung

my stocking, and went to bed. I'd try to stay awakaight until he would come so | could see
the mysterious elf, or maybe hear him land on thé @bmy house but | never succeeded. I'd
always fall asleep before he came. In the morninguld wake up, rub my eyes, put on my
slippers, and run into the living room to find the millkdamokies gone and presents under the
tree with the note “To Ronald from Santa.” | wasals amazed that Santa could carry so many
toys in his sleigh and deliver them in such a shor timsleeping kids all over the world. My
parents never got presents from Santa Claus. Thaysapuazled me. When did he stop caring
for them?

| never doubted that there was a Santa Claus. It m@sfomany family traditions that | was
taught. | was taught that Santa Claus was true, tha¢ %ess our savior, that the Easter Bunny
brought candy eggs, and that the Tooth Fairy took my tasilslept - leaving a dime under my
pillow. | was childlike- naive and gullible and believegts/thing | was told, whether it was true
or false. The question of truth had never crossed mg ome way or the other about anything.

Later in life my friends told me that Santa Claus waistrue, that it was just something that
people had made up for kids to believe. | argued and defendedligfy | told my parents what
my friends had said and they assured me that Santa Glau®al. | believed everything they told
me as truth. So | went back to my friends and defendedetlity of Santa Claus some more.
Eventually | finally got the truth about Santa Claus @futhy parents and that made me sad; not
because the presents from Santa stopped, but becauseemty pad lied to me, and they wanted
me to perpetuate this lie by not letting on what | leach@l to my sister and brother. | hardened
my heart and vowed | wouldn’'t be deceived again.

Sometimes | wonder if some adults know the differentedrn fantasy and truth themselves.
They either don't realize that little children don’tdum the difference between truth and lies, they
don’t care, or the issue of truth never crosses thied. Lies such as Santa Claus are called
“White Lies.” But there is no such thing as a "Witite." The devil is the father of all lies. God
hates lies. Those who perpetuate this lie are decawvidgffending little children. Adults may
enjoy the look of wonderment that gullible children hawetheir faces at the story of Santa
Claus, but they should take telling the truth serioushgsus does not take lying to and deceiving
children lightly. Santa Claus is not a harmless ienbenyth. Santa Claus is a lie, a deception.

Teaching the lie of Santa Claus to little childrenffending them. Jesus said:
"Whosoever shall offend one of these little ones biedieve in me, it is better for him that

a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that hedvevened in the depth of the sea.
Matthew 18:6.
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Fairy Tales and other “White Lies” (Page 2)

These things may seem petty and insignificant and natwmaaking an issue over, but the issue
iS, what spirit is behind traditions? The Evil spafitlying, or the Holy Spirit of truth. There is no
in-between. We must be careful what we teach ouwlrelml Always teach them truth. If we
teach a Child that Santa Claus is true, and that tispé&bof Jesus Christ is true, then the child
finds out that he has been lied to about Santa Clauthan&anta Claus is a lie, what will they

The word lie is as unpopular as the word sin. Lies@metimes called fables, sometimes
legends, sometimes myths, sometimes traditions - Faamogs. But when you get right

down to it, beliefs are either true or they are nbhere is no neutral ground. People seem to
want to hide from the truth, to deny the existenceuwh. Fable is a “nice” word for untruth,
which in turn is a “nice” word for “lie.” Even Welmts dictionary defines a Fairy Tale as “a
made up story usually designed to mislead.”

“ For the time will come when they will not endureusd doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, haelmgg ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unte&bll Timothy 4

The cost of truth is free because it was paid for byBlood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. It
costs us vain useless things that seem to be so préciassecause of our pride. It costs us all
of our opinions, the lies we believe, all of our vaghgious rituals, all of our works. Once we
receive this free love, we gladly let the vain thitiget we once treasured fall through our fingers
as dust to the ground and we lift up our hands in praisestrs I&hrist - the one who set us free.
Truth costs. It cost God his Son - the pain Jesus\wbea he carried our sins to the cross and
was separated from His Father for the only timeenrgtly. It cost me everything | had built my
life upon: my pride, my good works, my anger, and disappoinsne®ome day it will cost you

the same price, princess.

My family says | think too deeply about things. But tisatot true. The truth is that the thinking
of many people is too shallow. This shallow-mindedmdske worldly spirit keeps them from
knowing truth. The dragon loves to keep people ignoramutif.t The Bible says that our spirit
should search the deep things of God. 1Cor 2:9. If only peeglld think deeply. Jesus says in
the book of Revelation:

"Blessed are they that do his commandments, thatrtlagyhave right to the tree of life,
and my enter in through the gates into the city. Ftromut are dogs, and sorcerers, and
whoremongers, and whosoever loveth and maketh a leIRtion 22:14,15.

This is a serious admonition, one that should be cérefuhsidered.
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Fairy Tales and other “White Lies” (Page 3)

JESUS is the Way, the Truth and the Life. He is ooraljudge, advocate and forgiver of our
sins, the giver of good gifts and eternal life. Jesgsahist. Is your name written in the Book of
Life? Jesus is coming in the Air to bring those wdwelHim home to be with Him forever. This
is The Good News.
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FAMILY MEETINGS - a good tradition

When strained situations occurred in our home, we wowd adamily meeting. These made
you nervous, since you were the only child at home. tfiought we were ganging up on you and
you were outnumbered. You had a point. But we would prajesus to guide us and he was

always faithful to do that. We could commit the probtendesus, pray for one another and then
go on. Jesus always did what was best for us.

New Years day is special to us. We get away, turnwftell phones and discuss our goals for
the previous year. Then we make goals for the next y&e keep this all in a notebook.
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Fantasy
Dear Sarah

I’m writing this to encourage you for you to ponder tiseigsof Truth vs. Lies in the area of
“aliens” and demonic spirits.

The Spirit of God is the Spirit of TRUTH. Fantasye of the spirit of TRUTH. It is of the

spirit of falsehood. This is why | oppose and will afgr@apposestar Trek. Star Wars, ET, Men

in Blackwith their cuddly or clever demonic abominations oy atiher presentation of the spirit
of falsehood and demons in the name of aliens. Belk&leg false, these alien movies and TV
programs are occultic (transmutation of elements)fudiref abominable demonic characters, and
are desensitizing people preparing them to receive therdetinat will be poured out in the last
days as described in the book of Revelations (REV 9: 3-Th@se who are led by the Spirit of
God are the Sons of God. Jesus is the way, the Tindttha Life. What spirit are those
following who are led by the spirit of lies? Saisa liar and the father of all lies. We should be
zealous for TRUTH and should always uphold it and opposargdantasy no matter what
anyone else says or does.

You must not care what people may think about your strahges. Their flirtations with fantasy
and demonology are between them and God. Don’t comprorkisep exercising discernment
and preaching it to those with ears to hear. Peopléhagdnthat you are a stick in the mud or just
not any fun. That's Ok. Love the true and good and that@ntrue and the evil. Just because
your friends don’t care what they feed their spiritdwwitor do their parents, should you, out of
boredom, or wanting to fit in, change your Godly valwetotlow along and accommodate them?

No! Jesus has better things for all of you to dgpdsing yourselves to worldly values slowly
erodes your own Godly values. It starts in small ththgs you may reason out that it really
doesn’t matter — “it’s just in fun,” slowly it growingtim bigger things because it is the spirit of
rebellion against God. It grieves the Holy Spirit. éatvill say to you, how can that be wrong?
Everyone is doing it except for a few fanatical Crarss like your parents. This is how all bad
habits start. Cut them off before they take rooemBmber the song, “l have decided to follow
Jesus ---though none go with me, still I will followe turning back, no turning back.”

Read the following Scriptures and see that these argtiiealent of today’s alien movies:

“And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abdiomsthat they do here. So |
went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping thegd abominable beasts, and all
the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed upon thenwathd about...Then said he unto
me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the ancietite diouse of Israel do in the dark,
every man in the chambers of his imagery? for tlagy She LORD seeth us not; the
LORD hath forsaken the earth.” Ezekiel 8:9, 10 and 12

“Then said | unto them, Cast ye away every man thenatations of his eyes, and defile
not yourselves with the idols of Egypt: | am the LORiiyGod. Ezekiel 20:7.
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Fear of discomfort

| looked up on my boss Bob’s wall and saw blotches fmiraan a piece of paper that someone
obviously made by placing the hands of Devin, his hapged daughter, here and there on the
paper. What a cross Bob bears with love as hettrigslp his daughter have happiness amidst
all of her difficulties. Bob travels all over thewry and is gone so much of the time.

| pray for an easy life. I'm beginning to wonder @rh praying for the wrong things. | always
pray for things that will make me comfortable.

Maybe God has some uncomfortable things for me to alovtbuld be more fruitful for His
purposes. Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane prayedavakehis cup from me: nevertheless
not what | will, but what thou wilt.”

Maybe | am just spoiled. Maybe | just want a padded cross.
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Fear turned to prayer.

Sometimes fear came upon me like it comes upon us &@eénWlooked at circumstances, dread

came upon me like a blanket, and despair knocked at the tlogrleart. Time after time this

drove me to pray. | turned to Jesus and said “Lord Jeknsw that you are faithful to hear my

prayers. | trust you Jesus. You have always answergutaygrs and done the best for us all.”
Guide Sarah in all her relationships and activities.

Change me where | need to be changed so | can heaydwwand so | can be a good
father to Sarah.

Magnify the spirits of evil to her so she might recagrthem and turn away
from them.

Magnify the evil of worldly music and worldly movies.

Magnify the evil of alcohol to Sarah.

Magnify the sweetness of Godly Music to Sarah

Magnify the peace of your Holy Spirit to her so she s&g you and turn to you.

Keep her away from destructive relationships. Jesugvemverything and
everyone from her life that are impediments to youfegeplan her life.

Keep her away from schools and studies that will degtenyaith.

Protect Sarah from emotional or romantic relatiggsivith anyone who is
not 100% committed to serving you, and to loving her andgéor her.

Prepare Sarah to be a godly wife for the Godly husbanas® preparing for her.
Prepare a marriage for them that will minister fourykingdom

Deliver Sarah from the ways of this modern world aadnidependent spirit
Keep her with us at home as a family for as long aswant her here.
Prepare Sarah for the ministry you have planned forllead her to it.
Help me to not get in the way.

Amen
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Fornication* or Forever Faithfulness

*Fornication: Human sexual intercourse othan between a man and his wife. Marriage is
a covenant of Forever Faithfulness.

Fornication is unwillingness to enter iftmrever Faithfulness. Fornication is an
experiment. Fornication is a great eroder of Faith.

Dating is an experiment. Dating is a greatler of faith.
God is forever faithful to us. He sentJasus to testify to that.

The Church is often referred to as the Bride of Chid&tsus is spoken of as the Husband of the
Church. Is this talking about sex? No, it's talkingudbstimacy and forever faithfulness.
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Freedom

What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world auffers the loss of his soul? What can a
man give in exchange for his soul? Matthew 16:26

Freedom is not always what we expect it to be. Ntusgs we think will make us free are mere
fantasies. They are delusions in our mind that hage b®ven and solidified through years of
following the ways of the world and the fools of then.

Sometimes, the so-called freedom we talk about ig/riesaitasy- selfishness and distortion that
we nurture in our carnal mind. We build our lives and h@mesdreams around them, and when
our eyes are opened to see that they are wood, hayudatdesve mourn over the years we
wasted in their pursuit.

There is a true freedom, however, a treasure hiddehdltlaa pearl of great price, which is free
yet it costs us everything to obtain. It costs uspmity plans, our fantasies, our self, and our
pride. True freedom is found in the cross. In the codéSgesus and in our own cross we must
bear.

True freedom cuts the ties the carnal mind has madetsoul, casting off the ties that bind the
imagination, affection, reason and memories to tiggédy elements of the fallen world. True
freedom is putting out the worldly eyes, ears and pierardgath the worldly heart. This is done
with the sword of the spirit: The Word of God. Trueefiitem is independence; it is independence
from the world and the things of the world. The worldmises independence but delivers
bondage. True freedom is dependence, dependence on Godgwaik@wness of life with eyes
of faith, ears of hope, the touch of love and true hiprand reverence towards God.

Sarah, remember you are a princess reborn, a wortlanh&isovereign power of the Holy Spirit
living in your heart. Be strong and do exploits for iiegdom of God, you have been equipped
to do so.

Sarah, you know these things. This gives me greatBay.there is another side of my care for
you that carries a certain sadness. | see that yaut iseset on an odyssey, you've heard the
sirens call, and the muses wait that turn men intaeswk our journey is one you must make, but
life is not measured in terms of time.

Listen not to the sweet voices blowing in the wigarn to hear the still small voice of God.
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Friends or Foes
Do your “Friends” draw you closer to God or to the World?

Are your friends really friends, or are they foes?yare friends if they encourage you to draw
closer to God. They are Foes or enemies if theyotlo Rriendships are never neutral- they are
either constructive or destructive.

Be careful with whom you associate with. Do notrenfis with a person just because they say
they are a Christian. Make friends with people whoHo# for God. With those whose life
obviously comes from Jesus and not from the world.

Keep your distance from those who are lukewarm - Canistin name only. Jesus says that not
everyone who says Lord, Lord will enter into the Kingdof Heaven but those who do the will
of God the Father in Heaven.

“Blessed is the man who walketh not in the counsgt@tungodly, or standeth in the
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the sftdr But his delight is in the law of the
Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.”

Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furioas thou shalt not go: lest
thou learn his ways and get a snare to thy soul. Rie&:24,25

Back when the Bible was written, there were no résoradios, movies or TVs. However these
images of people in programs and commercials are as mucfiugnce for peer pressure as real
people we hang around with. They are either feedinguthef our flesh or they are feeding us
with the Holy Word of God, There is no middle ground.h&ita person is for Jesus or they are
against Him.

If you find your friends to be fools, they are foesedk off your association with them. Pray for
them that they may repent and get right with God. dytpet right with God, then you can have
fellowship with them.

By their fruit you will know them. By your fruit, you Wbe known.
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Godliness with contentment is great gain

Lust and dissatisfaction are battles we all fight. aMeays want to change things thinking that
our life will be easier and better. But change witheisdom brings complication, confusion and
dissatisfaction.

We want a boyfriend or a girlfriend, we want a newaawant to move away from home
thinking that these things will bring fulfillment.

There is a time and season for all things. We wangs to happen on our timetable, and don'’t
really hear from God. We pray about things and becaasgow't see lightning crash with the
voice of God thundering NO! So we assume He is blesginglans so we go our own way and
are surprised when the results are not what we thougyintbuld be.
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Hedonism:
The Pendulum has swung too far.

There has been a time and there are still somengetavhen youth have been collared with an
oppressive yoke of sadness. They have not been allmwdirlanything that is “fun” because fun
was considered worldly.

What has happened now is the other extreme. To cawhtie oppression, church
organizations have bent over backwards to give kids $Gdmi Fun,” and it is pushed so much to
prove that being a Christian can be fun, that mostdaespoiled worldly self-centered brats.

This doesn't just apply to youth, but that is the groupithah my mind as | think of these things.

Many youth today are absorbed in the way they look|l sié smile and how they impress their
friends by being in fashionable dress and amusemergdy 8re so absorbed in themselves and
having a good time that they shun anything that isafst Ibit difficult or demeaning to their
status as a pleasure seeker.

They are very interested in what their amusemenecedt‘friends” are doing, can spend hours
on the telephone passing idle time in chit chat and gjreat delight in doing things with their
friends. They seldom if ever ask their parents whay tiant to do and what they can do to help
around the home, and if they are asked, they scowl ancapduct like anything they are asked
to do is too big a task and they usually do it late arfdvégl They are never late to do things
with a “friend.”

What kinds of friend are they if they do not Honor ti&ther and their Mother? Do they have
friends? Are they a friend? Why don'’t they treairtparents with the same attention and
enthusiasm as they do their friends? Because theehieentered and hedonistic. Walking in
the flesh and not in the Holy Spirit.

The solution to the problem posed by many churchesgsttthe kids involved in missions. They
talk about how great a time the kids have going to som&ffalace to minister. | say if they
don't first minister at home, extended ministry mayust another hedonistic adventure.

Teens are looking for a good time, but they are missingo the biggest blessing that is right
under their noses: Charity that begins at home.
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HOMESCHOOL GRADUATION SPEECH

This has been fun! | wish we could do it all agains léen such a blessing to have the
freedom to have a really natural home life. Homesetthg has proven to be a way of life
and not a set of isolated activities. It's not just eding in the home away from the
school. It stands in solid opposition to the famigimenting values of the school system.
It is educating to be a member of the home, theyarttilcould be called family

education.

The biggest problem for me was dealing with how reatfgr@int Home Education can be
from the non-family (anti-family) oriented schooksym that | constantly compared it
with. | resisted advantages and changes from the esrdinthe regimentation that
prevails in the school system.

| pray that you and the other graduates will Home Scymai children that the Lord will
bless you with. You have such an advantage over uswéaffeschooled. You were
educated into life. Your background and educational bagsydifferent from ours, and
now as your generation goes on to Home Educate youreshjdu will be operating
from a background and basis that we did not have, andretigia increasingly complex
technological age will do a better job than we did goimther to restoring educating of
the family to the values set forth by God.

| know what a tough taskmaster | am and | appreciate ydienpa with me, and your
obedience. Raising you has been a challenge and aday great learning experience for
me. | accepted Jesus as my Savior the year beforegi@uborn and through raising you
| have learned what a Loving Father our God is and hoaugh his grace and mercy as
we turn to him, he instills His character into us.

| look forward to my next 18 years as your Father.

| Love You
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If it ain’t broke , don't fix it.
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Laura

The first time | remember talking to Laura was ae#lfday at the Dallas Arboretum. | was
impressed that she wanted to talk to an adult and thatahetelligent. That may seem
prejudiced on my part, but that had been my experiencematit young people up to that point.

Laura was my favorite of your friends even though sheldvoever guess that. You had a lot of
nice friends, but in my estimation, Laura was the mspsitual, and the most influential. There
were two sides to that coin. She was my favorite | Bept my eye on her and prayed a lot for
her and for you. Laura thought we were too strict angiad so she was always trying to get
you to push the envelope in the area of independence.

One thing that really bugged me about her was that shaways trying to get you to pursue
some guy or another. | questioned her discernmentsimiditer. She seemed to press you into
the pursuit for its sake, without much regard to the charad the male who was to be pursued.
Sometimes | would cringe and pray when she would smileagk you, “do you have any
feelings for ?” Sometimes the guy she was talking atmant’'t even a Christian. This
disappointed me. Maybe she was just enamored with remdritad been there before and so |
was nervous to see it in her.

Laura was a real person. She was an enigma, cemainyy lukewarm person. You always knew
where she was coming from. There were times | dltke&ta lot of where she was coming from
and was concerned about the influence she was haviBgrah. There were other times that |
was thankful for Laura’s good spiritual influences on Sarah

| remember a time when Laura attended activitieschiuach we attended and did a formidable
job of grilling the pastor for his staunch Baptist backmebwith the faithless dispensational
unbelief that accompanied it.

God threw the mold away after he made Laura. She whgacket, stable and flighty at the
same time. A race driver running close to the edge @tieck out the window trying to see
what is over the cliff. | prayed for her a lot.

Laura is committed to serving Jesus. | look forwardetrgy how her ministry unfolds.
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Love your Family like strangers.

This may sound strange but it is a two - sided statenm#at should love strangers and treat them
as we treat our family. We should also treat our fathé same way that we treat strangers.

We tend to cut strangers a lot more slack as far as gidgid nit picking them. We try to keep
the peace with strangers but we war with our families.

It's something to think about.
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MOVIES

What doesWHAT WOULD JESUS DO” Mean to you?
Let’s think about MOVIES :

“Be not conformed to the world, but be ye transformgthle renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable, and perfieof @iod.” (Romans 12:2)

“Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things aredtpwhatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things areyJavbatsoever things are of good report; if
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, thimthese things”. (Philippians 4:8)

Sometimes when you are bored and are looking for samgetthido, you and your friends come

up with the idea of going to a movie. So you dig througm#wespaper and pick something that
you think is “not too bad” and tell your parents that yant to go to see that movie. They say,
“No, that’s not a good movie to see,” and the wamis ¥ou tell them, “It's no big deal, it's not

too bad, there’s just a little profanity in it, or theare no really bad nude scenes in it, and there is
nothing better playing so why can't | go see that on8@"you get mad at your parents and
ministers because they tell you the truth that you medywvant to hear at the time because it gets
in the way of your amusement, entertainment and y@anch for the new.

It's time you need to start asking a different questidhe question is not, “What is the best of
the world’s evils | have to choose from,” the realsjios you need to ask and answer for
yourself is, “What is my commitment to being a Chaistand being a serious disciple and
follower of Jesus in all areas of my life?” Is yownamitment to be a Christian just a superficial
religious thing or does it really take root in your #fied affectall of your decisions? Get a life!
Don't go around feeling sorry for yourself and deprived beeahe world is so evil and it's hard
to find a good movie to see. That’s no surprise. Jeddisis that the world is evil. WWJD? Is
more that just a trendy slogan. Jesus wouldn’t go tohwatbjectionable movies. Why should
you? No one at any age should watch PG-13, R and evenahdahe PG movies with their
perverted sex, profanity and violence that even thédvaaills objectionable. If the world calls it
objectionable, why would you as a Christian want ®it2 The world justifies objectionable
material based on “Maturity” (age). Morality is notnatter of age. If you justify going to an
objectional movie because there is nothing bettey are conforming to the world. If you

justify PG 13 movies, you will probably keep on justifyimorse and worse stuff. The devil tries
to make you think you can just ignore the bad parts asdsves you and drags, you deeper and
deeper into worse and worse things. He tries to noewou that bad things are all right and he
wants to ruin your appetite for really good stuff. He wantrun and ruin your life.

Be a really mature person; mature according to what @Gltslroature, not what the world calls
mature. God calls mature discerning between good andneivéhoosing good (Hebrews 5:14).
The world calls mature grown up and able to watch moneepgon. The world is backwards
from God’s ways; it always has been. Reject thddwystem as Jesus did. Jesus has many
better things for you to do than to waste your timeneyo mind and spirit on the trash of the
world. Pray for Jesus to show you something really goatb with your time. Pray together
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Movies Page 2

with your friends. Jesus loves you and wants to blegswth a really great good life.

What doesWHAT WOULD JESUS DO?” Mean to you?
Let’s think about MOVIES : Volume Il (Looking at G movies and Disney’s demons)

The first article | wrote on this subject was aime&&-13 movies and discussed the ratings that
the world gives movies. This included bad language, sex, lagimibr, and violence. In this

article, | am digging a little deeper. Lets look at GBose movies that the world doesn't find
objectionable. Movies with very few exceptions ao¢ generally produced by Born Again
Christians who are trying to make edifying films thaid Christian character and Godliness. The
world rates G movies as those which they do not finidadionable. So are they good to see?
Not always. The world does not consider magic and ascutibjectionable. Disney and others
have capitalized on this and have a long history of priadui€ute” amusing demonic movies.

Movie Character Scripture:

Fantasia Mickey Mouse as The Sorcerer’s Apprenticel 3\MaRev 9:21;21:8;22:15
Peter Pan Tinker Bell- The magical Fairy (witch) EX18; Deut 18:10;Gal 5:20
Mulan Who is the dragon on his shoulder? Rev:12:7-10

The Wizard of Oz The Wizard: Lev:19:31,; 1IKI:23:24

Disney throws in “Bad” witches that he makes ugly aiflgins, but the “White” witches he
glorifies as doers of good, givers of love and good advidenalpful. These characters are
presented as “Angels of Light” (Il Cor 11:14) cute, good, amhless. This is typical of the
deceptions of Satan. He tries to make the bad look gliatlarted in the Garden of Eden when
He said: “Ye shall not Surely Die, for God doth knowttihathe day ye eat thereof, then your
eyes shall be opened and ye shall be as gods, knowing gdey¥ili (Gen 2:4,5). He still
promises the same lie. In this case, saying tlsabk’to feed on movies that are not good for
you.

| have had different responses to my first articlem8& applauded it, some ignored it, some
consider me a spoil sport- stick in the mud who doesmit wahave fun. Study your Bibles.
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Movies Page 3
Additional Scriptures to consider about movies and TV.

The following passage from Romans 1:28 -32 describes the lyndod meant to tell us that we
are not to judge these people because we, too, aressihoerever, it ends with the statement
about those who know what sins are but even knowinghige pleasure in the sins of others.
This applies to those who go to a movie and watch peapieng on the screen of a movie
theatre.

“And even as they did not like to retain God in [th&mnpwledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not coenenBeing filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication,wickedness, covetousness, malisness; full of envy,
murder,debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbites, haters of God, despiteful, proud,
boasters,inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, \Wiout understanding,
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmesiful: Who knowing the
judgment of God, that they which commit such things ayghy of death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do them.”

We may say we don’t do the sinful things that we watahovies and TV, but because we know
these things are sinful, then go watch them anywayareeonsenting to their sins and exposing
ourselves to lust after them.

Jesus says in Matthew 5:27-28: “Ye have heard that isaidgy them of old time, Thou shalt
not commit adultery: But | say unto you, Thetosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her
hath committed adultery with her already in his heart”

When we watch movies, we are in a way participatirtpénlives of the people portrayed in the
movie. We are having a fellowship with them. Pauggsayl Corinthians 6:14-7:1:

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelieverswiat fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkess?And what concord
(Harmonious agreement) hath Christ with Belial (the Devil)7or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel (one who opposes G9o@ And what agreement hath the temple of
God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as Godath said, | will dwell in
them, and walk in [them]; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saitietLord, and touch not
the unclean [thing]; and | will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. Having thexeéhese promises, dearly beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesind spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God.”
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Movies Page 4

What should we do?Paul tells us in Ephesians 4:17-24:

“This | say therefore, and testify in the Lord, thathencefortlwalk not as other Gentiles walk,
in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding darkenel, being alienated from the
life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because e blindness of their heart:
Who being past feeling have given themselves over astiviousness (lustfulness), to work all
uncleanness with greediness. But ye have not so te@imest; If so be that ye have heard him,
and have been taught by him, as the truth is in J&sas$:ye put off concerning the former
conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the ditful lusts; And be
renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on he new man, which after God is
created in righteousness and true holiness.”
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Old Fashioned

Princess, | was committed to have my household be GodhyOld Fashioned. Old fashioned
does not mean out of date. It means fashioned aftgarolen ways and old goals. The world
says Old Fashioned ways are dumb and useless; but Old&tshalues are Godly. They give a
life of love and peace.
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Pivotal Years of Loving

Love is more than a feeling. It takes a lifetimdetarn that. We may start by loving others so that
we will be loved so they will be impressed with us aadiice to us or flatter us in return. This is
just a form of selfishness. It is not love. Leagnin love is what life is all about.

We all have a path to walk and along the way, God puts appbes here and there just to give
us opportunities to love. Sometimes we notice themetimes we don't. Sometimes when we
notice them, we act, sometimes we don't.

Baby Years - Being done for

We grow into loving in stages. In the baby years meehelpless. Everything is done for us. We
are total recipients of love. We are lifted up bylthe of others. Perhaps like a pair of balances.
Our parents are adding their love to the other sideeob&tance.

Childhood Years- Learning to do for Self

During childhood we begin to learn to take care of ouesely many ways. We are still provided
for by our parents and don’t think much about it. Wetstide their love for granted, but we
begin to see that we can contribute something totther gide. We can love our parents and do
things for them.

Teen Years- Can do for self- Learning to do for others

Then we reach youth and young adulthood. We can take@tateselves and we know it.
Feelings of independence swell us up with pride and dreathe @fture. The teen years are
pivotal between being a child who has learned to dbifoself or herself and an adult who has
learned to do for others. The teen years are yédézarning responsibility and love. Learning
the difference between selfish love and true lovees€hare years that something else begins to
dawn on us. We see that we can balance the sGdiese are the pivotal years of loving. But
when true love awakens in our heart, we pass the ppotiatl and we see that we can go beyond
that. We can lift others up by giving more love thanreceive.

Adult years- Can do for others- Learning to instruct
In the Adult years, the person does for others andiisiteg to pass on wisdom to their children.

Older or Senior Adults- Instruct others

Older Adults have raised children and are in the posttiggassing on wisdom to Teens and
Younger Adults.
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Pride or Humility?

To want your children to be more perfect than youiangpride, or is it humility? To want to do
a better job of raising your children than your pareidsis it born of love, or of regret? Only
God knows.
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Private Times of a Princess

A Princess has private times when she weighs whatahbeen taught, when she reaches out and
touches the world so see what it is made of. Theseaniting times, times of joy and laughter;
sometimes these are perilous times, times of tearg@at concern.

These were times that stretched my Faith in Jesoss tof fervent prayer. When to speak, when
not to pry. These are delicate times. | prayed eaglfod&od to show me every step to take,
every word to say. My busy brain soon proved too &aiinstrument for such responsibility as
that of a father.

Sometimes a letter is a better thing to use. | darw exactly why. Paul talked about that in
his epistles. There were many times that | knewlthateded to write you a letter rather than
speak directly to you. Writing letters to your childremmn important thing to remember to do.

| thank God that He saved me and showed me that hefocaras and for my children. Most of
my prayers are about your relationships with people- mgh and women alike. | know from my
past experiences how | was influenced by the compangt! Keorayed over every person you
met from the time you were around 8 years old. | prayegidu and prayed for your friends.
After you turned sixteen and friends became suitors,ylepran more earnest. I'll always be your
father. I'll always be your friend. And I'll nevercgt praying for your relationships, they are so
very important.
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Relationships:

“Drink your carrot juice.” Susan said as she held thesglas to you. You gave her one of your
“looks” and got ready to go with me to band practice.

As we drove to practice, you said, “Dad, she’s doing itrdgand then you told me what
happened. You asked, “Dad, please say something to hant iteveat right — I'm feeling better
when | do, but | want to do things my own terms”.

| told you, “Sarah, in relationships — no matter betwwo, you don’t do thing on your own
terms.” Wanting to do things on our own terms issafiess. No man is an island.

Sometimes it seems easier to come to me about samgtu don’t want mom to be involved in,
or to come to mom about something you don’t want mgetmvolved in. You do these things
because you know that mom or | may disagree with yousapgrove of something that you
want to do or not do.

We all try to avoid conflict. Escaping the conflistweakness in character, fantasy and is
evidence of a problem in relating. If you avoid cobfiigth your earthly father about some issue
you disagree on, chances are you are avoiding sometlirkdpliz Spirit is showing you to do.
Don't avoid conflict. But don't try to resolve it the flesh through debate. Recognize that the
first thing to do is to restore the relationship and/pogether about the issue. Then leave it in
the hands of Jesus to resolve.

Home is the learning ground for relationships. If yotifyuavoiding me on some issue, you will
more than likely do the same with your husband if yourynafhat is, unless you recognize the
problem you have in the relationship with me.

This applies to all relationships; friends, family, andrriage relationships. All are steps in
growth. You don't skip steps. If we refuse to take timetand humble ourselves to work out
relationships with our family, we are not learning ssons. We will hit the same obstacles in
relationships again and again until we learn to go tgénson, talk about the problem in a loving
manner, pray together, put our agenda aside and let God wbtikeoresult. This is serious,
important business.

The dragon is out to destroy loving relationships. Heaato set people at odds against each
other. That's what he did with Adam and Eve. Desudpeir relationship with God.
Destroyed the trust, destroyed the bond of love. $lativ he works in our lives.

The way we relate to others is not really differeiih different people. It is a reflection of our
character, our heart and mind. We are either rafigt¢he hatred of the Dragon or the Love of
God.

A child’s relationship with their earthly Father saytot about their relationship with their
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Relationships (page 2)
Heavenly Father. A Father is an authority, diredreend and lover.

Avoiding the father is a form of rebellion against awity, direction and doubt of love. On the
other hand, the father’s relationship with the chelgissa lot about their relationship with their
Heavenly Father. The father must not strive withdiiglren. He must love and cultivate a trust
and loving relationship with the child. Pray about ymlationships and about better ways to
relate at home.
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Roots

Don't take the meaning of words lightly. You can leatatdrom looking at their seeds and
roots. They give a hint of the plant and the fruitythal produce.

For instance Amusement

A-muse is to be influenced by muses (muses- the sistielegses of classical mythology)
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Spirit walking

Walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the desire$ the flesh.
What is Spirit Walking?

Children obeying their parents.

Wives submitting themselves to their Husbands.

Husbands loving their wives as Christ loves the Church, andot being bitter against
them.

Fathers bringing up their children in the love and admoniton to the Lord, and not
provoking them to wrath.

What do these things have to do about walking in thet3pirhey look like a bunch of
legalistic rules. But that is not the case. Consi®t Paul said in Romans 8:

There is therefore now no condemnation to them wdiiehin Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of 8rit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death. For what the law caowolddo, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of siigfsth, and for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in 8, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit. For they that are after the flesh do mind the thafgse flesh; but they that
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. Fobeocarnally minded is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind igyeagainst God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they tigainahe flesh cannot please God. But ye are
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be thag ®pirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And irSt be in you, the body is dead because of sin;
but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. Bieif$pirit of him that raised up Jesus from the
dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dealladbo quicken your mortal bodies by
his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethname, are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after
the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye slaldl: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are Jethé Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage agd®ato but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

When Children obey their parents, they are walkingnéndpirit of obedience and trust, and in
doing so are obeying God.

When wives submit to their husbands even when thak their husbands are wrong, they

are walking In the Spirit of submission and in doing sosatbmitting to God even when they
do not understand why He is leading them the way Hadbrig them.
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Spirit walking (page 2)

When husbands love their wives and are not bitter tdsvéhem, laying down their lives for
them even when they believe they should argue and stdiod their rights as the head of the
household, they are walking in the Spirit of Love andgi@ness and are walking in the Love
and Forgiveness of Jesus Christ the head of the Chineh.@ves us and Forgives us and
laid down His life for us when He didn't have to.

When fathers bring up their children in the love and adtiom to the Lord and do not
provoke them to wrath they are walking in the Spiripatience and in doing so, are coming
into the understanding of the patience Jesus has wittisishildren.
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The Beast of Many Disguises

As a child, | pretended to be a knight in pursuit of dragoha:ould charge down the street on
my bicycle carrying my bamboo lance, my wood sword, g cape - an old towel flying behind
me in the breeze. | loved to read tales of knightdadids. The brave knight would do battle
with evil dragons that were pursuing after damsels inedistr In his quest to save the damsel, the
knight had to undergo many ordeals to defeat the dragort. n"Eue for great stories of knights

in shining armor.

After | grew up, | had pursued the power of the dragon duringeass of atheism, occultism and
witchcraft. He had pretended to be my friend but he hagmme to insanity. | fancied myself to
be a grand knight of the Grail and tried to fight himtofho avail. | finally found out that it was
no game. | was powerless to defeat the dragon.

But the true Knight in shining armor came along. It ¥@sus. Jesus saved me and delivered me
from the clutches of the dragon.

From the beginning, the dragon was a great deceiveinflidenced people to doubt truth and to
believe lies by saying that they were not really, ligast small matters. He started with Eve and
then Adam, convincing them that God was out to spail fhe.

Sadly, most people don't take the dragon seriously. Thiel he is make-believe. Ironically,
many chose to try to make a pet out of him and bringritiontheir homes to play with their
young princes and princesses. You just don’t tame a drafydeom and Eve found that out in
the Garden of Eden.

The dragon is a beast of many disguises. If he cameeasfire breathing dragon clawing at you,
you would not be deceived. But he comes as a wolf mpshelothing. His purpose is always
the same- to deceive. He knows he is bound for theolefke and he wants to take as many
people with him as he can. His main goal is and heayalbeen to get people to doubt holiness
and truth. A look at our culture today will show thatsda¢hings are not held in high esteem. He
wants to take glory from God and take it to himself.ddes this through getting people to take
glory to themselves and boast of their vain invergtidraditions and imaginations. Romans 1:21-
32, Ephesians 4:17-19

The Dragon comes:

In a Fairy Tale
In a little “White Lie”
In a flirting glance
In a sexual movie
In a seductive song
As an angel of independence
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The Car

| taught you to drive in parking lots until you got your driggrermit. Then we took to the road.
You've been taking to the road ever since. The caoie than a vehicle for transportation. It
is a vehicle for autonomy. It facilitates the indegesmt spirit. Maybe that’s why it is called the
automobile.
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The Declaration of Independence
3/30/01

In 1776, America signed The Declaration of Independenceeriéams have been signing it ever
since. The New World spirit is a spirit of autononmgl@pendence and rebellion. It is so subtle. It
must be spiritually discerned and dealt with. The ressgltegn the breakdown of the family.

First the extended family was broken down, then thesandamily. Old World cultures are the
last vestiges of family togetherness. Modernism is\dlrspirit that must be withstood against
with spiritual warfare. It is in every media. It isbooks, movies, television, the Internet,
advertisement and everyday conversation. It is inyeme&na, the schools, the churches, and
shops on the street. We must fight for our families.

Princess Renee’, | have been raising you for a long tiow. Perhaps in your mind, my raising
you has come to an end, and you are on your own now. wWillonever be on your own. Those
who think they are on their own are the most miderpbople on earth. A father always cares for
and instructs his child. My care for and instructiolyad is no more complete than God'’s care
and instruction of me is. He didn’t stop instructing nfeew| got saved. And just because you
have reached adulthood, your instruction has not endedl. always be your father and will
always be your friend.

God knows us well and knows how to give good instructiortdigachildren. 1 know you well,
so | am in a good position to continue to instruct ybdon’t have to listen to God'’s instruction.
Neither do you. And you don’t have to listen to miitbex. Whether or not we listen
determines whether we are wise or whether we ais.foo

Independence is a dangerous trap. When a person guiddiseéldiased on the perceived
benefit to themselves, they become more and mdreesgkred and are not walking in love.

Doing things for others, when the things seem to havapparent benefit to you, is real love.
Love is the most important thing to learn. Lovehis benefit we receive from doing the things
that do not seem to benefit us.

Love is not saying nice things, nor smiling, nor huggira;, kissing. If you do not seize the
opportunity to love at home, you will not be a lovinggmer when you leave.

Leaving seems to be an escape. It seems to bearedsom the pressures we place on you with
our instruction, that sometimes turns to nagging. Wieenlgave, whether to be “On your own”
or to be married, you will be the person you have &hto be while living with us.

The fantasy of romance is a deception. Smiles @rfosoon turn into scowls when the

honeymoon is over, unless both people are truly comglennselfish, truly loving people.
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The Declaration of Independence page 2

Family is togetherness, intimacy and Love. Thisagl'G plan and provision for us to be happy.
This is what God always intended. The splitting up offéingly started in force when young
people decided they didn't want to work on their parentimi$aso they moved to the city for
jobs. Now it has grown to the point that young peopleenaut just for the sake of moving out.
They, like the prodigal son, look forward to moving ouewlthere is no reason to move out.

Sadly, sometimes circumstances arise that forceiégnaipart. Sometimes young people are
forced to have to live on their own because of baninistances. But this is not the best.

Worldly ideas promote independence, not family. Indeperdisnapposed to family, not part of
it. The media thrives on promotion of independence arechled freedom. It is not freedom it is
a fantasy. True freedom is from God. It brings freed@m sin and freedom to love others.

Dependence is not a negative word. Dependence is ne¢darg.oLeaning on Jesus and on
others for their strengths and giving our strengthsemthWe are to support the weak. We all
have weaknesses. We all have strengths. We allfemceof each other and we all are needed
by each other. That is family - Intimacy, togetle=s) help and love.

Sometimes we all want to prove that we can do songgtbut we need to examine if it really is
the best thing to do. We don’t have to prove thinge an¢ to be approved by God.

Asserting independence costs a price. Subtle at firsgradually creating distance measured in
more than miles - Distance from family and distamoenfGod.

You said that moving out would make you responsible. Redpligstarts where you are. It's
not something that happens when you cut the stringsrity fand strike out in independence.
Responsibility is responding to a need. Responsibdigrs in the home, in family. If you
neglect responsibility here, you miss out on a blessing.

You work hard in the business world, but that is just allgmart of your life. It may be taking a
lot of your time, but it is not as important as resjiolitges at home with family. Responsibility
in the business world gives a sense of pride and sdfifieane.

The world promotes independence, promotes mammon, and f@®mging your way through
what they call life. It promotes making money so yoo'tlbave to do manual,

boring, and distasteful things, like washing dishes, takiriggarbage, or sweeping floors.

Responsibility at home gives us a sense of humilityl@wel That is why responsibility at
home is the greater part.
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The Declaration of Independence page 3

Responsibility is not something that you learn by ba@ng independent. It is an act of love.
Making your bed, doing your own laundry, cleaning the batisoand toilets, emptying the
trash, vacuuming the floor, raking leaves, mowing theJawelping us in the mundane un-
glamorous things build love and show love. This is il is love, and this is family.
Responsibility is loving others by helping them, it separating yourself from others to do your
own thing. Separation and doing your own thing is selfish, it is of the world, not of God.
Families need each other in an intimate way every déat is love.

There will be a time for you to leave and move on,rmitjust for the sake of moving out. God
will have a purpose for you and when it comes, we asndyfwill know.

| always want the best for you because | love youthénorder of family, God has placed me as
your father. It doesn’t mean that | am better thaun yr smarter than you, it is rather that God
places fathers as heads of families and gives thentidimdor their family. That is part of the
order of God that instituted in the family. Part of nagponsibility, responding to a need, is your
education. Introducing you to life. This is a lifelomgh. Sometimes | suggest changes to you,
sometimes not. Part of my responsibility and anagnéis your father is to lay out values for you
to examine, lay out the gold, lay out the brass, laytleitvood hay and stubble, and lay out the
fith and pray for you asking God to show you the diffeeentdo this every day.

Filth is usually easy to recognize. The wood, hay amblod® sometimes look like gold. Worldly
independence is wood, hay and stubble - fool's gold thasshuyw leaving ashes and smoke.
Learning to love is Gold.

Consider these things. Choose Gold.
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The Generation Gap

We usually think about the generation gap as the gap of adisgstanding between teens and their
parents. This is a generalization. The real geerg@ap does not have anything to do with age.
It has to do with the generation that wants to be to the Word of God and the generation that
wants to do their own thing.

This is the generation gap that Jesus talked about. Phanglegulf between the faithful
and the faithless.

We must chose a side and battle against the othermntegniag that we war not against
flesh and blood, but between principalities and powespiotual wickedness in high
place.

Our weapon is the Sword of the Spirit - The Word of God.
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The Love of a Father

The jealous and protective love of a father and hiselesiguide and protect his children is born
of the Spirit of God

The sadness of a father when his children do not headl @gdvice is a wound that follows him in
his heart from day to day.

The joy of a father when his children walk in the way righteousness is indescribable.
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The Royal Cup

From the time you were born, | pressed you toward thelagdyou would take up the sword. A
princess is “a woman having sovereign power.” As sugningess is a child of the King vested
with his authority and power. In the case of a Ciansta woman full of the power of the Holy
Spirit, unfettered by the world and invincible againdia8and all unholy powers. To become a
princess, you will have to pick up the sword and wield urgelf. It is coming time for you to
face the dragon and to see that he was a deceiving pdayviau are moving out of the fledgling
state of obedience to the walk of wisdom. It is tioreyou to let the sword of the Word of God
pierce you, dividing apart your soul and spirit, and lay operthioughts and intent of your heart.

You are ready to drink of the cup Jesus offers his follew@lot the magical grail of fantasy and
legend, but the cup of the New Testament. The royaltbep;up of the kihngdom. The cup of
communion with Jesus. Much deeper than a ritual of laeddhe fruit of the vine.

With the cup comes a crown. The crown our king wopan of servanthood and submission,
a crown of thorns. Matt 20:23
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The Unwanted Bible

When Susan and | got saved, we were excited. We loged dad we raised you in the Word of
God. We had been set free from the world but we sooe steprised and shocked to find so
much of the world in the church.

We went to just about every church in Dallas. Attléaseemed that way. Susan and | had come
out of great darkness into the glorious light. We sedrelne searched for a church that was
really based truth, on the Bible. But we found the Dnagorking there too, silently

clandestinely promoting his vain traditions. At Chmas, most of the churches we went to
honored The Jolly Imposter. We would go to nursing homiisthe churches to sing Christmas
carols to the elderly. Susan and | were humored anddoatiiée weird, because we spoke out
to the people in the churches against the lie of Salaizs.

When Jesus saved us and we were Born Again, He made uampeeaple zealous of good
works. We were to have no fellowship with works ofkahess, but rather were to reprove them.
Works of darkness go way beyond the “big” sins like adyltéeft, and murder. Works of
darkness are also all un-truth. The whole issue ofgini¢ sf falsehood and the spirit of truth is
not a trivial matter. It is foundational. Why shothdse who were saved from sin continue in
lies?

But we taught you that we are the church when two oembus gather in the name of Jesus.
Remember that. We taught you to discern what wag Ib@irght in churches and if a Pastor was
teaching something that was not in accordance witBihle, it should be pointed out to him. If
he would not receive it then we sought fellowship elsreh We always had fellowship as a
family and when we were between organizations, weawvety Sunday morning in our home. We
would sing, study and pray, and ask God to lead us to othevdrs|

Many called me a legalist, a despiser of grace and freeddmy said | shouldn't criticize the
practices of Halloween and Santa Claus. They said loutof line telling people they shouldn’t
celebrate these traditions. They were in essenyaegshat | should not be concerned about truth
and holiness. This was the unwanted Bible for marhey believed that truth and lies are part of
the law, and we are not part of that any longer. Twak losing importance in the post-modern
age.

Woe to them that call good evil and evil good; that pukmisss for light and light for
darkness, that put bitter for sweet and sweet for bigarah 5:20

Be renewed in the Spirit of your mind, Put on the Nean\?ut away lying, Speak the
truth in Love, Ephesians 4:23-27
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The YOKE
From a daydream

Two Chestnut mares trotted along pulling Sarah in a bucéboas they rounded a curve in the
road, the horse to the left bolted and jerked to the piding the buckboard off the road into the
rocks. After bouncing around for a while and almost tgrver, Sarah held the reins tight and
finally managed to get the rig back on the road.

There was no apparent reason for that horse tortm#nakes in the road, no predators in sight.
That horse just had a rebellious streak. The otheehwas not that way - she was gentle and
steady. The gentle horse couldn’t be blamed for theent, but she was dragged trough the
rubble too, and had a rough time of it.

As Sarah continued the journey to town, she thought amoné things that | had been telling her
about being unequally yoked. In principle she understood Mwtas talking about, but she didn’'t
see how it applied to her. Sarah considered hersélbalgved, and thought | was too radical.

The incident of the horse pulling off to the side of thad made an impression on her. Then it
came to her - The gentle mare was part of the tedimtlae purpose of pulling Sarah in the
buckboard to take her where she wanted to go. The heaglstayward horse pulled the gentle
horse aside from her service to her master, Sanahcaused her a lot of trouble. The gentle
horse didn’'t want to do that, but she was yoked to thel s she got dragged along through the
rocky ride.

Maybe Dad is right about my amusements, maybe | just don’t see ttteo€tiew | am being
thwarted in following the purpose of my master Jesus.

Sarah was approaching town now. She headed for theafjstee, pulled to a stop, and went
inside to get her supplies.

When she walked in the door, she heard a friend catbolwr. “Hi Sarah, what are you doing in
town?”

“I came in for some supplies,” Sarah replied.

“Well, Sarah, the women at the saloon are perfortronight. There will be a party and a dance
after. It will be fun. I’'m going. Why don’t you come alg?”

“All right. What time does it start™?

“Eight O’clock.”
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The YOKE (page 2)

“I'll be there. See you tonight.”

Sarah put her supplies in the buckboard and went home.

“Hi, Sarah,” | called out as she drove through the g&tiel. you get everything you needed?”

“Yes, Dad, | met a friend of mine at the store andistieed me to a performance and party at
the saloon tonight. [ think I will go.”

| looked down at the ground like I always did when | waskihg about what to say. “Sarah, let
me tell you a story.”

“She cringed and thoughtyell here it comes!
“Dad, I'm not nearly as bad as you were at my age. nbindoing the bad things most people are
doing. Why do you want me to be perfect? You werend,you are not now. What difference

does it make? I'm saved.”

to be continued...
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Watching

We watched how God worked in your life as we prayed foramd loved you. It was really
nothing we did. We were just blessed to have you fertimie; to love you and be loved by you.
It was a joy to witness the marvelous workings offaihful heavenly Father as he changed you
and changed us from glory to glory, molding us all intoirttreege of Jesus Christ, His Son. Jesus
did the work, because he is the author and finisher ofaitr We simply loved you. | prayed a
lot for you, and taught you the truth, the Word of God.

All this seems simple enough, but it was warfare; sjttvarfare and | had to pray daily and ask
Jesus to keep my flesh out of it so | could raise yoleta tsue princess, a child of the King.

Do the same for your princes and princesses when timeg along.
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What is your King like?

What king do you serve? Jesus was not a king like eavtnigly kings. The kings of the world
expect to be served and catered to. They highly estaemythings, clothes, houses, food, and
cars. That is not the kind of king Jesus is, and if yeluhs disciple, you will not be like that
either.

Jesus didn’t have any possessions to speak of, didn’tahpakace and didn’t really even have a
place to live, didn't have a fancy chariot ; he somes had to borrow a donkey to get around.

Jesus was trying to teach us the difference betweespttieof the world and the Spirit of God.
He was showing us what the world was like because pdsthwhat people of the world were
like. He wants to set us free so that we can haxegeace and joy, which don’t come from the
ways of the world. He wants to give us satisfacti@t the world doesn’t have and cannot have.

Our King wore a crown of thorns and not a crown of gdidhat kind of crown are you seeking?
Jesus came to serve and not to be served. He expeisa@s, his followers to have that same
spirit. To have that same fruit of finding joy in sagrothers rather than having them serve us.
So if we are always wanting others to do for us an@lways try to get out of serving others, we
are following the king of the world and are not reali§ifans. Jesus says that people will be

known by the fruit that they bear.

Seek a crown that will not perish. Don'’t settle loe cheap imitation of the world.
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When | grow up

There is a vain tradition that the dragon begins tidlimsthe minds of children during latter
childhood years. It becomes stronger and stronger dusimdp ybuilding towards the infamous
twenty first birthday- the culmination and celebratairihe declaration of independence. The
tradition says that there are some things that ab&dfiten to children that become all right when
a child grows up. For instance, children are not suppasddrik alcohol, “spirits,” and they are
not supposed to watch “Adult” movies (sexual movies oriesowith foul language). The world
says that these things are reserved for the aduljdg. emhe world says that children are too
young to handle sexual movies or alcohol, but whenaheylder, they can “handle” them.

The Bible says that “Wine is a mocker, and strong dsimlging: and whosoever is deceived
thereby is not wise.”Proverbs 20 It asks “What felbip has righteousness with
unrighteousness?” Il Corinthians 6.

Truth and holiness are not dependent on age. The tr@@bai$ word does not diminish with
age.

Adults must set a good example for children in the thingg o and what they watch. They
must not be hypocrites.

“Beware lest ye forget the Lord ... ye shall not go aftidrer gods, of the gods of the people
which are round about you” Deut 6.

“And if it seems evil for you to serve the Lord, cheg®u this day who you will serve.” Joshua
24
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WWJD

Has “What would Jesus do?” become only a fashion statieta you? | hope not. The question
should permeate all of your life activities, thoughts plaths. There is great blessing in asking
Jesus what He would do in every situation.

WWJD? Jesus prayed in every situation. He did nothingHmiheard His Father’s voice. He
did nothing that his Father did not tell Him to do. Tisawhat Jesus did.

What will you do?
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YOU MAY KISS THE BRIDE - Is it a cliché?

A couple stands before a minister and exchanges wedding aaavrings; then after
some words and a prayer the minister says —“You mayhesBride.” In this day and
age, why does he say that? Does he or the withastes wedding think that the
couple have never kissed each other (or someone efse¢® What do the couple
and the witnesses think about what he just said? Whatidowan to them? What
should it mean to them?

For too many people, the minister's permission foigtie®m to kiss the bride would
be taken lightly and with amusement, for it would be nmegess to most these days.
Most, these days, have gone through the rites of “Tdie® Game” and have
become desensitised to the depth of the meaning othatemd marriage.

The dating game is a dangerous ritual based on inflamnttitwe lust of the eyes,

the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life. It igtlo¢ world and not of God. (1 John 2:
15-17). It is based on self-satisfaction and not on IoMee dating game is talked
about, laughed about, made light of, and encouraged by paeatlers and
preachers who are ignorant on the subject, having messtioned it. They played
the game, they see it on television, in the moviesy it in the music they listen to and
expect that the ritual of dating will inevitably be pa$®n to the new generation. The
purpose of the game is to try to prove to oneself anerothat they are attractive
and desirable and sometimes hard to get. Many timeslattng game is based on
some kind of possessiveness thing or sex object thoh@ @ower/pride thing that you
can —turn someone on- that the dating game ritual sayysv¥hryone seems to have to
prove their worth. It usually is a type of non-phys&alotional or spiritual

fornication and divorce practice. That is not learriogyv to build a relationship based
on true love and commitment. It is not preparatiomfarriage but rather
preparation for divorce.

Many adults think that dating is cute and believe that sheuld prepare the children
for the dating game by making them feel comfortable wittMany parents and youth
ministries prepare the youth for the dating game by giiegh dating game rules
such as what not to do on a date and that they shoufcbget on time, rather than
explaining the danger of the ritual in any form and shgwhem alternatives.

Dating does not make for a Godly life. It is driven bgt) causes confusion and
frustration and many times it gives occasion to sesinal There is no need or room
for dating in the life of a Christian. Keeping compavrith someone of the opposite
sex should be taken very seriously and not in a flidpmer of wantonness,
lasciviousness and sidelong glances which are workedletth and not the fruits of
the spirit.
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YOU MAY KISS THE BRIDE. is it a cliché? - Page 2

The dating game is of the world and not of God and it neeetdle examined by both
the adults and the youth in the church. The adults fstiio step back and look at
the dating game for what it really is and not just actdmcause it

is “The thing to do.” They need to examine their atté about promoting the dating
game and ask God to help them walk away from perpetuatsxdahgerous and
destructive practice. The adults, parents and teachetsastiu&od to help them
provide the proper guidance and instruction for the youtherarea of establishing
relationships with the opposite sex.

The church as a whole seems to be in a situationyingtto fight the fires of dating
and how to minimize or repair the damage. They seeayo tanly as far as preaching
against pre-marital physical sexual sins on some preshmseother; most say that
fornication is sin but they give reasons such as ssicim&anted pregnancies and
Aids. Many youth ministers spend a lot of time coumgethe youth about their
heartbreaks and hardness that results from breaking umgngki breaking up again,
and finding someone new. They are dealing with thetsgswdt with trying to
prevent the damage to start with.

What can be done to stop it? Will making the girls dieésng sackcloth dresses as
some religious groups do stop it? No!!! While modest deesertainty to be
observed and young men and young women must not purposelyndaesay to be
alluring to the opposite sex, there will still be atti@n no matter how people dress.

Should the youth be told that they must not have tredimds of attraction? No.
God make men and women to be attracted to one anathanioman giving herself
to a man and a man giving himself to a woman to anyegeghether emotionally or
physically is not a game at all and is much more seaat@mmitment than the ritual
of the dating game implies. They should be shown tledihdes of attractions are ok,
and while they have these feelings they need to l@annto discipline themselves so
that they will not establish frivolous romantic tedaships that are not based on real
love.

What must be done is to explain the dangers of the dgdimg to the young people
and show them the alternative of courtship. At finsvst will laugh and call it old -
fashioned, but many will see the advantage and beedlignat there is an alternative.
Courtship is the Godly alternative. It is the way Gddmilies and the church can
help oversee, protect and guide the youth to make wisaatecier mates and not to
waste their youth on the dating game.

The dating game breeds fickleness instead of faithfulidssriage is a covenant of
Forever Faithfulness. The dating game, like fornicati®anwilingness to enter into
Forever Faithfulness covenant. It is only an expemim Fornication is a great eroder
of Faith. God is forever faithful to us. He sent Ban Jesus to testify to that.
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YOU MAY KISS THE BRIDE. is it a cliché? - Page 3

Courtship is what dating should be. It's not a gameedtislife! Courtship is getting
to know a person of the opposite sex to see if theg@matible as marriage
partners.

This is not seeing if they are "sexually or psycholalyiccompatible”. But is to see if
they truly love one another, if they want to be f@refaithful to one another and both
have Godly goals and will help each other serve God.t€prshould not begin until
both man and woman each has a personally closdetufieaceful walk with God and
is fully prepared to enter into the married state andjtbem to be is financially able
to support a bride.

When men and women enter the marriage covenant odyy @ay —“You may kiss
the bride" will then be meaningful to them.
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5 Reflections

Changes

It's fall again. Seasons have come and gone and #une yeem shorter for us all. | love this time
of year. As | look around Gussie Field Park, where watsge many good times together. | see
things have changed a lot. The creek bank is no loragerad. It is encased in brick now. The
monkey bars and seesaws are gone. Yellow plastic playgyemunpment has risen in their place.

A green pecan lies on the sidewalk waiting for a squioréhd it and hide it for colder days. A
fledgling sparrow with short tail feathers hops and peepsa spotted shade. These are new lives
that will carry on what has begun. Little childreamsper to climb the slide. | wanted you to stay
five.

Things change, yet in a way things don’t really charigdl.aLike Solomon, | see that there is
nothing new under the sun.

Heirlooms

Looking around the park | see an old graveyard and | amdenhiof driving down a country
road a decade or so ago. As | rode along, | noticeddagraVveyard with all kinds of
monuments, some of which were half sunken in the groésd. looked, | pondered what legacy
| would leave behind. An epitaph of good words spoken dumgral, or a nice inscription on a
tombstone would not be a legacy. A legacy would bedfhetreasures that | have obtained
during my life on earth; things | have spent my life thmgs that | will give my life to defend,
heirlooms that | will guard to the death to pass onthers.

What could these things be? A collector's item shotgamntique sewing machine, a collection
of precious gems, or a box of gold coins? Certainlgeheould be considered heirlooms, but not
the kind | had in mind. The heirlooms | want to passuenthe things that | hold most dear;
saving Faith in Jesus Christ, Godly family values,a for truth, hatred of worldliness, and a
Love for praising Jesus in music. | hope | have passse thn in some small way. These are the
heirlooms that | pray you too will treasure and wanpass them down to your children.
Sometimes these treasures come with a high pricepsteof popularity or worldly wealth.

I’'m finding it hard to bring this book to a conclusionwant to see the end of the story, to see
how the life of the princess unfolds before | end bleisk. But the real book of life goes on. It is
eternal. And the Princess Papers will really nevel e

Sarah, you are twenty-one. An arrow in the wind. Gaslblessed me so abundantly through
you. | could never have expected more from you than gwe biven. | appreciate you so much.
| am so pleased with the daughter you have become. réaa@incess.
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| love you.

Dad
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